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 COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITIES 
GENERAL  SECRETARIAT 
PRESS 
552nd  Council meeting 
-Foreign-Affairs -
Brussels,  6  December  1978 
RELEASE 
President:  ~fir  Hans-Dietrich GENSCHEn, 
Federal  r,~inister for Foreign Affairs 
of the  Federal  Republic  of Germany 
.. 
1414/78  (Presse  161) - 2  - 6.XII.78 
The  Governments  of  the  Member  States  and  the  CoiDtllission  of 
the  European  Communities were  represented as  follows: 
t1r  Joseph  VAN  DER  I.~EULEN 
Mr  Henning  CHRISTOPHEFLSEN 
GermaJ.1v:  -------Ll-
Mr  Hans-Dietrich  GENSCHER 
Mr  Klaus  von  DOHNANYI 
F:r'Et"':'lce:  -..---... ""'-'._.. 
r:Ir  Jean B:::JniARJ)...REY:IOND 
Ireland: 
--..~r_.,._ 
Mr  Brendan DILLON 
A-..Jbassador, 
:rer;,wnent Representative 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Federal Minister for 
:!!'o:·eign  Affairs 
Minister of State, 
Federal  ~hnistry of 
Foreign Affairs 
State  Secretary-, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
knbassador, 
Penm.:t:c1.ent  Representative 
Mr  Arnaldo  FORLANI  ~.Iinister for Foreign Affairs 
1414  e/78  (Presse  161)  thy/01'.~::/pat  u,/u., - 3  - 6.XII.78 
Mr  Jean DONDELINGER  Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative 
Netherlands:  ----...----
T'lr  J .,H.  LUBBERS  Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative 
!l!l!!~L!li~£2!E: 
Sir .Donald  MAITLAND  Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative 
Conrrnission:  --------
Mr  Lorenzo  NATALI  Vice-President 
0 
0  0 
1414  e/78  (Presse  161).thy/SMS/pat  •••  / .... - 4  -
6.XII.78 
ACCESSION  NFGOTIA.~IONS WITH  G~ 
In preparation for the  9th ministerial session of the 
negotiating conference  on  the  accession of Greece,  taking 
place  on  the  same  day,  the  ComLcil  defined  the  Community;s 
negotiaJcing position on  the  following  chapters:  duration of 
the  transitional measures  and  temporary  derogations, 
aoo-ricul ture  and social policy. 
The  Co~~cil welcomed  the  fact that it was  thus  able,  as 
plaliD.ed,  to  ini  tiE:te negotiations  of substa."l.ce  on  the  above 
three  chapters  at the  da;y• 2s  ministerial session with the 
Greek  clelege.tion led by  II'Ir  RALLIS,  Minister for Foreign 
Affairs,  and mr  KONTOGEORGIS,  Minister responsible  for 
relations with the European Communities,  with  the  aim  of 
being able  to  break the  back of the negotiations  at the 
10th ministerial negotiatj.ng session scheduled for 
20  December. 
The  Council will prepare  the  next negotiating session 
on  19  December  1978. 
1414  e/78  (Presse  161)  thy/S1~S/sb COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITIES 
GENERAL  SECRETARIAT 
PRESS  RELEASE 
553rd Council meeting 
- Budget  -
Luxembourg,  12  December  1978 
President:  Mr  Manfred  LAHNSTEIN 
fitate  Secretary 
Federal Ministry of Finance' 
of the  Federal Republic  of Germany 
1421/78  (Presse  164) - 2  - 12.XII.78 
The  Governments  of the Member  States and  the  Commission 
of the  European  Communities  were  represented as  follows~ 
Belgium~ 
Mr  Herve  ROBINET 
Denmark: 
Mr  Jakob  Esper  I1ARSEN 
Germany~ 
Mr  Manfred  LAHNSTEIN 
France: 
Mr  Pierre  BERNARD-REYMOND 
Ireland: 
li1r  Raymond  HcSHARRY 
Ital_;y: 
r!Ir  Antonio  Mario  E 1IAZZARINO 
Luxembourg~ 
Mr  Joseph  WEYLAND 
Deputy Permanent  Representative 
Deputy Perro2nent  Representative 
State  Secretary,  Federal Hinistry 
for  Finance 
State Secretary,  Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs 
Minister of State at the 
Department  of Public  Service 
Deputy  State Secretary,  Ministry 
for  the  Treasury 
Deputy  Permanent  Representative 
1421  e/78  (Presse  164)  che/AH/jme Netherlands~ 
Mr  D.Fo  van der MEI 
United  Kingdor£!~ 
Mr  William NICOLL 
Commission: 
Mr  Christopher  TUGENDHAT 
0 
- 3  - 12 .XII.  78 
0 
State  Secretary,  Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs 
Deputy Permanent  Representative 
l1ember 
0 
1421  e/78  (Presse  164)  che/AH/jme  OGDJ/000 - 4 - 12 .XII.  78 
CO~~INUATION OF  THE  Bu~GETARY TIISCUSSIOim 
'J:he  Council  conducted  a  searching discussion of certain 
budgetary  questions  which  were  still outstancUng at this 
juncture,  particularly in the  light of the  European 
Parli8lllent's recent discussions,  at the  close  of which  it 
adopted its position concerning the  general budget of the 
Comraunities  for 1979. 
It agreed  that its President would  shortly submit  the 
Council's  conclusions  to  the European Parliament  so  that 
once  the  buc_getary  proced'lU'e  was  concluded,  the latter could 
discuss  the matter in fuJ_l  knowledge  of the  facts at its 
plenary sitting on 14  December  1978. 
_1421  e/78  (Presse  164)  thy/AH/vmh  • • o/  ~' • - I- 12.XII.78 
MISCELLA:t-TEOUS  DECISIONS 
The  CoLtncil  adopted  in the official languages of the 
Cown1hLities  the  Regv~ations 
on the  opening,  allocation and  administration of Community 
tariff quotas  (1979) 
= for unwrought  magnesil~ falling within subheading  77.01  A 
of the  Common  Customs  Tariff 
= for processing work  in respect of certain textile products 
11-11der  Community  outward processing arrangements 
= for  ferro~silicon calling within subheading  73•02  c of 
the  Common  Customs  Tariff 
= for ferro-silica-manganese  falling within 
subheading 73.02  D  o:,:'  the  Common  Customs  Tariff 
= for  ferro-chromiu~ containing not more  than 0.10%  by 
weight  of carbon and  more  than 30%  but not more  than 90% 
by  weicht of  chromium  (super-refined ferro-chromium) 
falling within subheading ex  73.02  E  I  of the  Common 
Customs  Tariff 
= for  raw silk (not  throva1)  falling within headine 50.02 
of the  Common  Customs  Tariff 
=  for ;yarn entirely of silk, other than yarn of noil or 
other waste  silk,  not  £mt  up  for retail sale,  falling 
within heading ex  50.04 of the  Common  Customs  Tariff 
= for yarn spun entirely from  silk waste  other than noil, 
not put  up  for retail sa.le,  falling within subheading 
subheading 50.05  A of the  Common  Customs  Tariff 
= for certain handwoven fabrics,  pile fabrics  and  chenille 
fabrics  falling within headings  ex  50.09,  ex  55.07, 
ex  55.09  and  ex  58.04  of the  Common  Customs  Te-riff 
= concerning certain hand-made  products 
= for wines  from  fresh  grapes  and  grape must  with  fermen-
tation arrested by  the  addition of alcohol falling within 
heading 22.05  of the  Common  Customs  Tariff,  originating 
entirely in Greece  (430,000 hectolitres); 
1421  e/78  (Presse  164)  thy/AH/vmh  o  •  o/• • • - II - 12.XII.78 
suspeno.ing for  1979  a~oplication of the  condition to  which 
importation into  the  Community  of certain types  of citrus 
fruit originating in Spain is subject by virtue of the 
Agreement  between the  European Economic  Community  and  that 
country; 
maintaining until  31  December  1978  the  arrangements making 
the  importation into  the  United  Kingdom  of trousers 
ori~inating in India subject to  authorization. 
0 
0  0 
Other decisions  -------
The  Council  gave  its assent pursuant  to  Article  56(2)(a) 
of'  the  ECSC  Treaty  concerning Girling Midland  Ross  Air 
Actuation Ltd.,  United  Kingdom  ru1cl  Compagnie  8lectro-
mecanique,  France. 
0 
0  0 
1421  e/78  (Presse  164)  thy/AH/vmh - III- 12.XII.78 
Appointment 
On  a  proposal  from  the  United Kingdom  Government,  t~1e 
Council  ap:pointed Mr  F.J~ CHAPPLE,  General  Secretary of  the 
Electrical,  Electronic,  Telecormnlll~ication and  Plumbing Union, 
a  member  of the  Economic  and  Socinl  Committee  in nlace  of 
I1r  Lione·l  MURRAY,  who  has resi..=;nect,  for the  remai11der  of the 
le.tter'  s  term  of  office,  i.e. u:9  until  1 8  Se :pternber  1982. 
\ 
1421  e/78  (Presse  164)  che/AH/vjb 
\ 
\ 
\ 
/ .  .  ~· 
COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITIES 
GENERAL  SECRETARIAT 
PRESS  RELEASE 
Brussels,  12  December  1978 
1454/78  (Frease  166) 
554th Council  meeting 
- Foreign Affairs -
Brussels,  12  December  1978 
President:  Mr  Klaus von  DOHNANYI, 
Minister of State, 
Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the  Federal  Republic  of Germany - 2- 12.XII  .. 78 
The  Governments  of the  L'Ienber  States and  the  Commission 
of the  European  Communities  were  represented as follows: 
Irlr  Joseph  VAN  DER  11/IEULEN 
Denmark: 
Mr  Niels ERSB_0'LL 
Germany:  ....... -...-ii.. 
Count  Otto  LAl'/IBSDORFF 
I'Ir  Klaus  von  DOHN.FJITI 
Fr~:mce:  -
Mr  Luc  de  la BARRE  de  NANTEUIL 
!E~h~= 
Mr  David  .A1IDRE\7S 
Mr  Ray  BURKE 
.!~~: 
Ambassa.dor, 
Permanent  Representative 
State  Secretary, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Federal ministry for 
Economic  Affairs 
Minister of State, 
Fed9ral :Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs 
.. 
Ambassador, 
Permanent  Representative 
liinister of State, 
ministry for  Foreien Affairs 
!hnister of State, 
:Ministry for Industry,  Trade 
and  Craft Trades 
Mr  Angelo-maria  SANTA  Deputy State  Secretary, 
r.Hnistry for  Foreign Affairs 
1454  e/78  (Presse  166)  ehe/AH/vjb  .u/  ••• Mr  Jean  DONDELINGER 
Netherlands:  - --
Hr K.H.  BEYEN 
l!Ir  John  SlUTH 
Coro_mi s s ion:  - _,  ..  __.......,.._ 
Mr  Wilhelm  HAFERKlillUJ 
mr  Finn OlEw  GUNDELACH 
Viscount Etienne  DAVIGNON 
0 
- 3- 12.XII.78 
0 
Ambassador, 
Permanent  Representative 
StRte  Secretary for Economic 
Affairs 
Secret2cry of State  for Trade 
and  Industry 
Vice-President 
Vice-President 
member 
0 
1454 e/78  (Presse  166)  che/AH/vjb  •  (t ./  0  •• - 4- 12.XII.  78 
GATT  T'!IULTILATERAL  TR.A.D:C  :HEGO'l'IATIONS 
The  discussion closed with the  President  drawing the 
following conclusions: 
The  Council  exar11ined  the progress  of  GATT  :mtJ_l tilateral 
trade negotiations  on  the basis  o:.':'  a  w1--i tten report  from the 
Co!llillissi on. 
The  Council  thanked the  Commission  for its constructive 
work.  Vlhile  welcorlli!l5  the fact  that a  degree  of progress 
had been made,  it noted that the results  o? the negotiations 
achieved.  to date vrore  not yet balru1ced  on all points. 
The  opinio~s  ~ormed during the  Council  discussions  on a 
nwnber  of  importa~t points will  enable the  Commission to press 
further ahead  towards  a  satisfactory conclusion of the 
negotiations.  A report v.dll  be  submitted to the  Council  on 
18/19  December  1978. 
1454  e/73  (Presse  166)  che/AH/pe COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITIES 
GENERAL  SECRETARIAT 
PRESS 
•'• 
'~ 
555th Council meeting 
- Economics/Finance  -
Brussels,  18  December  1978 
RELEASE 
President:  Mr  Hans  MATTHOFER, 
Federal Minister of  Finance 
of the  Federal Republic  of Germany 
1473  e/78  (Presse  171) .. 2- 18.XII,78 
The  Governments  of the  Th'iember  States ani  the  Commission 
of the  European  Communities  were  represented as follows: 
Bel.a-ium:  -Q-
l.Vlr  Gaston  GEENS 
Denmark: 
Gllc:.S*tJ  .. 
Mr  .Anders  ANDERSEN 
I'l.fr  Kurt  H.A.:.\fSEN 
~~: 
:t;lr  Hans  r1ATTHOFER 
Otto  Graf  LAl\illSDORFF 
Mr  Otto  SCHLECHT 
r.1r  Manfred  LAHNSTEIN 
:Mr  Rene  r!iONORY 
Ireland: 
L  ·--
Mr  George  COLLEY 
ll~J.x: 
Mr  Filippo  PANDOLFI 
.Minister of  Finance 
lVlinister for Economic  Affairs 
and  Taxation 
State  Secretary, 
Ministry for  Economic  Affairs 
Federal Minister of Finance 
F~deral Minister for 
Economic  Affairs 
State Secretary, 
Federal r.Tinistry of 
Economic  Affairs 
State Secretary, 
Federal J.Vlinistry  of  Finanoa 
Minister for Economis  Affairs 
Tanaiste 
Idinister for FiJ1Ju1ce 
~nister of the  Tresury 
1473  e/78  (Prasse  171)  gra/AH/mf  ., ..  / ... /  - 3- 18 .. XII.78 
}uxembour~: 
:Mr  Jacques  POOS  Minister of  Finance 
Netherlands:  -
hlr F.H.J.J  •  .ANDRIESSEN  Minister of Finance 
United Iq.ugig]}: 
Mr  Denis  HEALEY  Chancellor of the  Exchequer 
Commission: 
Mr  Frangois-Xavier ORTOLI  Vice-President 
0 
0  0 
The  Council meeting was  also  attended by: 
Inr  J. van YPERSELE  de  STRIHOU  Chairman  of ,the Ivionetary 
Committee 
Nr  c.  de  STRYCKER  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Governors  of the  Central Banks 
0 
0 
\ 
\ 
1473  ¥78  (Presse  171)  gra/AH/mf  •o•/, •• - 4 - 18.XII.78 
EUROPEAN  MONETARY  SYSTEM 
Further to  the European  Council  on  4  and  5  December  1978, 
the  Council  examined  a  series  of questions  concerning the 
introduction of the European Monetary System. 
In this  context  the Council  acted on  two  Regulations  (1 ): 
- the first introducing the  ECU  for the transactions  of the 
European Monetary Co-operation Fund  as from  1  January 1979. 
and  laying down  rules for  future  amendments  to  the 
composition of the  ECU; 
the  second  empowering the EMCF  to receive monetary reserves 
from the  Member  States and  to issue ECU  against  such assets 
and  stipulating that the Fund  and  the  monetary authorities' 
may  use  ECU  as  a  means  of settlement and for transactions 
between  them. 
The  Council  further approved  a  Decision increasing the 
ceilings for medium-term financial  assistance. 
·(1  )  The  French delegation entered a  provisional reservation 
pending the  outcome  of  the Agriculture Council's 
discussions  on  the  proposal for a  Regulation  on  the 
consequences  of the European Monetary  System  on  the 
oommon  agricultural policy. 
1473  e/78  (Presse 171)  gra/AH/mmr - 5 - 18.XII.  78 
The  Council  also  took note  of  a  report by the  Chairman 
of the  Committee  of Central Banks  on the  Committee's 
di~~ussions coneerning the features of the  European Monetary 
System which the Central  Banks  are  responsible for 
introducing.  The  Council noted with satisfaction th~t this 
'\  '  work  was  on the  point of  successful completion. 
Finally,  the  Council heard  a  report  by the  Chairman of 
the Policy Co-orcUnation Group  on Short-term Economic  and 
Financial Policies on the  procedure to  be  applied to  attain 
a  higher degree  of  convergence  of  economic  policies,  as  desired 
by the  European Council  on  4  and  5  December  1978 •. 
1473  e/78  (Presse  171)  gra/AH/mmr  •Goo/••• - 6  - 18.XII.78 
ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  ECONOMIC  SITUATION  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 
The  Council  adopted  the  annual  report  on  the  economic 
situation in the  Community  and  the  economic  policy guidelines 
for  each Member  State for 1979. 
The  report will  be  published in the Official Journal  of 
the European Communities  in the next  few  days. 
1473  e/78  (Presse 171)  gra/AH/mmr COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITIES 
GENERAL  SECRETARIAT 
PRESS  RELEASE 
556th meeting of the  Council 
- Environment  -
Brussels,  18/19 December  1978 
President:  Mr  Gerhardt  BAUK, 
Federal f,1inister  for  the  Interior 
of the  Federal Republic  of Germany 
1474/78  (Presse  172) 19.XII.  78 
The  Governments  of the  Jliiember  States and  the  Commission 
of the  European  Communi ties ,were  represented as  follows: 
J?.§ll.g~~: 
NJr  Luc  DHOORE 
Denmark:  .........  '-......... _  _.. __ 
Mr  Ivar N0'RGJI..ARD 
l.ir  Holger  LAVESEN 
Mr  Gerhardt  BAU11I 
~!~  GUnter  HARTKOPF 
France:  -----
Iii:'  r:lichel  D'ORN.AJ'IO 
lY1r  Frangois  DELMAS 
Ireland~  ... _  .. ________ .._ 
Iii.fr  Sylvester BARRETT 
Mr  Dario  ANTONIOZZI 
hir  Giorgio  POSTAL 
I,'Iinister for Health and  the 
Environment 
Minister for the Environment 
State Secretary, 
1:tinister  0:6  the  E-nvironment 
Federal Minister for  the  Interior 
State Secretary, 
Federal Ministry of the  Interior 
i''finister  for the Environment 
and  the  Quality of  Life 
State Secretary to  the  t'iinister 
for  the  Environment  and  the 
Quality of Life 
Minister for  the  Environment 
J:i:.finister  for  Cultural Affairs  and 
the  Environment 
Deputy State  Secretary~ 
Winistry  of Scientific Research 
147  4  e/78  (Pre sse  172)  non/COD/ac  .,o/o-eo ~~~~£:?.~£g: 
Ei:r  J o sy  BARTHEL 
[!~!h!?..£1~£::?.: 
Mr  L.  G  IRJ  AA."R 
r.::r  Denis  Hm'm LI, 
Commission: 
-~----...... ._.._. 
l·':r  Lorenzo  NATALI 
0 
~·  3  - 1 s.xrr.  78 
Minister for  the  Environment 
Minister for Health  and  the 
En-.:rironment 
minister of State, 
Department  of the  Envirolli~ent 
Viae-President 
0 
0 
147 4  e/78  (Presse  172)  non/COD/ac  , .. /  ~ .. - 4  19.,XIIc.78 
ENVIRONME~~ POLICY 
Brealdng with tradition,  the  Council opened its meeting 
with a  general political policy debate  on  the  comraon  environment 
policy,  basing itself in particular on the statement made  on 
30  Hay  1978  by the  French Minister for the  Environment  and  the 
Quality of Life  (1).  The  Council aiso had before it the 
Commission  communication of December  1978  concerning, 
inter alia,  the  place  and role of  a  preventive policy for the 
environment in a  balanced development  of  economic  activities 
within the whole  of the  Conwunity. 
This  exchange  of views,  which dealt in particular with 
the general aspects  of elaborating a  common  environment 
policy,  gave all the  ~linisters a  chance  to say how  they viewed 
a  common  environment  policy,  to underline their priorities and 
to  state their more  specific wishes. 
Concluding the debate,  the President  summarized  the 
discussions,  drawing particular attention to  the  interdependence 
of a  healthy  envirorunent  policy and  industrial and  employment 
policies.  Due  allowance must  in fact be made  at the earliest 
opportunity for the  impact  of industrial  develop~ent on  the 
enviroru~ent and for the  employment  prospects afforded by a 
policy to  im~c-::Jve  the  environ-nent. 
(T)s-ee  ~~~;; Release  677/78  (Presse  72)  of  30  I:Tay  1978 • 
1474  e/78  (Presse  172)  ill/JTI'I/mf  ...  ; ... - 5  - 19.XII.78 
The  President also stressed that it was  important to: 
- continue  to  develop  common  principles in this  central field, 
on  the basis  of  procedu~es already existing at  na~ional 
level; 
carry out  a  more  detailed  exrunination of the possibilities 
affc:i"rded  by a  sectoral approach to environmental questions; 
encourage  the use  of clean technologies which  consume  the 
least  possible  amount  of non-recoverable  resources  and  the 
development  of recycling processes; 
pay particular attentfon to  the contribution of a  common 
environ.ruent  policy to  a  more  comprehensive  land and  sea 
utilization policy~ 
promote  the,  study of a  rational policy on waste,  geared to 
the market; 
monitor the  economic  effects of the various  aids in this 
sector. 
.  In conclusion,  the President called upon  the  Commission 
to  draw  up  a  report  on  these various aspects,  in order to 
facilitate further work  by the  Council;  he also stressed that 
/the Ministers would like to meet  more  regularly for such 
discussions,  as  the  dayvs  proceedings had proved to  be  so 
fruitful. 
1474  e/7~  (Presse  172)  ill/JM/mf  .  ... ; .... ...  6  - 19.XII.  78 
nmTHODS  OF  EVALUATING  THE  COST  OF  POLLUTION  CONTROL  TO  INDUSTRY 
The  Council adopted in the official languages  of  the 
Communities  the  Recommendation regarding methods  of evaluating 
the cost of pollution control to  industry. 
The  aim of this Recommendation is to  enable  the local and 
national authorities of the  Member  States,  and the  Community, 
to obtain comparative  data on  the costs of pollution control 
in industrial sectors 7  through technical studies to  identify 
the various  factors  or characteristics of production techniques 
which are  in practice likely to  give rise to considerable cost 
differences  compared with otherj  similar,  processes of pollution 
control. 
Making  reference to the definitions in the European System 
of National Accounts  (ESA)  as published by  the Office for 
Official.  ·Public·o.tions  of the  European ·coornmi ties in 1 g-ro,  the 
Recommendation  provides  for the collation of cost data re+ating 
to the  following areas: 
·1474  e/78  (Presse  172)  ill/Jm/ac  ...  / ... ~ 7  - 19.XII.  78 
Jnvestment  costs  (new  or periodic) 
(i)  Expenditure  on  the  construction or acquisition of plant 
and  equipment; 
(ii) Expenditure  on  the construction or acquisition of buildings; 
(iii) Expenditure  on  the  acquisition of land and/or  the market 
value  of land already  o~~ed; 
(iv)  Expenditure  on 
(v)  Expenditure  on 
~unninB. costs 
(vi)  Expenditure  on 
(vii)  Expenditure  on 
(viii)  Expenditure  on 
(ix)  Expenditure  on 
(x)  Expenditure  on 
(xi)  Expenditure  on 
improvements; 
loss of output  during transition. 
labour; 
energy~ 
materials other than  energy; 
services; 
rents; 
repairs. 
i 
! 
147 4  e/78  (Presse  172)  ill/JJ:-!1/ac  •-. o/  • o  o - 8- 19.XII.  78 
Details accompanying these  cost data should  include the 
following  information~ 
(a)  The  market  value  of materials recovered oecause  of the 
pollution control plant in question,  irrespective  of 
whether  such materials are  sold or used internally,  and, 
where  appropriate,  a  financial assessment  of other factors 
entailing a  reduction in costs; 
(b)  The  exact  levels of the values  of emissions  by the relevant 
production plant  in a  specified time-period both before 
and after introduction of the  pollution con-trol  measure 
to which  the  costs refer; 
_(c)  The  annual  production capacity and  the  annual  production 
volume  of the  process to which  the  pollution control 
costs refer. 
Any  other data may  be  given separately and  could,  if 
appropriate,  accompany. the  reports  on  the  results  of the 
studies carrried out  in this field,  which  the  Member  States 
will  endeavour,  wherever possible,  to  forward to the  Commission. 
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PERSISTENT  ORGANO-CHLORINE  COMPOUNDS 
The  Council  noted  the  Commission  communication concerning 
the  objective  evaluation of the  risks to  human health from 
pollution by  certain persistent  organo-chlorine  compounds  and 
the  various delegations'  comments  on  the  matter.  This 
communication is in fact  an interim report  on  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  Commission,  under the  Programme  of action on the 
environment  of  22  November  1973,  in the field of organo-chlorine 
compounds. 
NOISE 
The  Council also noted the  Commission  communication  on 
the  determination of criteria for noise. 
FLUOROCARBONS 
The  Council also  took  not~ of the  report  by  the  German 
delegation on  the  results  of the  International Conference 
on  Fluorocarbons,  held at Munich  from  6  to  8  December  1978. 
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WOOD  PULP  INDUSTRY 
The  Council held a  detailed  exchange  of views  on  the 
proposal for  a  Directive  on  the reduction of water pollution 
caused by wood  pulp mills in the  Member  States. 
The  discussion enabled the  delegations to state their 
. concern regarding many  aspects of this proposal  e~d in particular 
to look into  the  implications of the  so-called ":parallel" 
approach,  namely the application of_either quality objectives 
or emission standards. 
As  all the delegations recognized the value  of  a 
·Directive in this field,  the President  was  able to note  the 
existence of the  positive attitude  nece~tsary f6r the re-opening 
of uiscussions  and  in conclusion the  Council  agreed.to instruct 
the  Permonentf_:,R-eprese:nto.tives· Committee, to  give· further 
attention to the dossier,  with a  view to drafting a  text which 
might  meet  ~dth the  approv~ of all delegations at the next  Council 
meeting on  the  environment. 
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PREVENTION  AND  REDUCTION  OF  SEA  POLLUTION 
In the  context  of an  exchange  of views  on  safety at  sea, 
in particular following  the wreck  of  the  A~oco Cadiz,  and  on 
the  prevention and reduction of  sea pollution,  the Council 
agreed in principle to  decisions  on 
- the  authorizetion to  be  given to the Commission  to  ne~otiate 
the  Community's  accession to  the  Bonn  Agreement  of  9  June  1969 
for  co-operation in dealing with pollution of the North  Sea 
by  oil 
- the  conclusion of  the  protocol  to  the  Barcelona Convention 
for the protection of the Wiedi terranean Sea against· pollution, 
of  16  February  1976,  concerning co-operation in  combating 
pollution by  oil and  other harmful  substances in cases  of 
emergency~ 
It instructed the Permanent  Re~resentatives Committee  to 
finalize  the necessary texts  so  that  a  formal  ctecision  could 
be  taken as  soon as  possible~ 
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Dffi,lJ?ING  OF  YlASTE  AT  SEJ\. 
The  C01.mcil  :::.greed.  in principle to  the  recoLl1l1en~ation 
on  Con:rrn:uni ty accession to  the  Oslo  Conve:1tion of 
15  February  1972  fo:r  the Prevention ofl.larine Pollution by 
Du.1.1ping  from  Shil)S  a11c1  Aircraft  and  to  the  authorization 
for  the  Co111L1ission  to negotiate this accession. 
It instructed.  t~1e  Pe!'l.:!O..."lent  Represento.ti  ves  ComrD.i ttee to 
finali~e the  necessC>.I'Y  text  so  that  a  for~ml Qecision coulc?.. 
be  ta1:.:en  as  soon  as  IJossi  ole  • 
1474  e/78  (Presse  172)  l!13.S 
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PROTECTION  OF  GROUNDWATEr.. 
The  Council held  a  detailed discussion  of the Directive 
on  the protection of groundwater against pollution caused  by 
certain dangerous  substances. 
The  aim of this Directive is to  improve  the protection 
of groundwater  by  introducing a  system of prior national 
authorization for all discharges  of dangerous  substances  -
appearing  on  "grey"  and  ""black"  lists - which are likely to 
cause pollution.  Particular provisions  apply  to  discharges 
affecting a  transfrontier  aquifer~  whereby  there is a 
·consultation procedure; before  authorization is granted  by  the 
national authorities concerned. 
The  Directive also makes  provision for a  system of 
excharJ.ge  of information at  Commuhit:~r level,  both on  the 
authorizations granted  by  the national authorities and  on 
hydrogeological conditions  and  the results of the nonitoring 
and inspection operations carried out. 
Following its discussions,  the  Council noted that the 
breadth of the  problems  still outstanding made  further 
examination essential and  instructed the  Permanent  Representatives 
Committee  to  continue  studying this matter in preparation for 
discussion at the next  Council meeting. 
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WATER  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 
The  Council~  continuing the discussions  of December  1976 
and  14  June  1977,  agreed in principle  to  the Directive relating 
to  the  quali  t;T  of'  water  fol~ human  consumption. 
- This Directive lays  do>'.TI  nbinding"  and  "GL-lide
11  parameters 
for numerous  factors  contributine to  the  pollutio~ of water and 
listed in the ffi1nexes  to  the Directive  concerning factors which 
are organolepticr  physico-chemicalr  undesirable  in excessive 
quantitiest  toxic  and microbiological and  concerning the 
minimum  required concentration :;:'or  softened drinking water. 
The Directive also  provides for models  o?  standard 
analyses and  an  information system between the t1el!lber  States 
and  the  Commission  on  the  outcorae  of regular moni taring to  be 
carried out  by  the Member  States,  which  have  5  ;:ree..rs  within which 
to  comply  with its provisions. 
1474  e/78  (presse  172)  el  ••c/•o• 19.XII.78 
BEll CONSEEV.\TIOH 
Following  8,  full  exchange  of views  the  Council  alYproved 
the :Oirecti  ve  on bircl  conserva·cion  ( 1). 
The  purpose  of the Directive is the  co:J.servatior..  of nu.t"-'.1erous 
s:Jecies  of ::;ires  by :t:'.eans  of special protection for certain 
llr,bitats  Fillcl  limitation of the  s:pecies  which  may  be  hunt  eel. 
m:..cl  marlretecl.,  to.::;ether  vvi th prohibition of certain :me8..11s  of 
ht..1..:1tinr;  and  capture. 
It lays  do\1.'1"1  o.  list of  2'1·  species  which  r,my  be hunted in 
c.ll  the  r.J:euber  States of the  Conrrru.ni ty  •  Each Uember State 
nill also  c1raw  u:p  8..  sup:pler;1entar;y national list relating to 
its ovm.  terri  tory;  the tv  tal n.umber  of SlJecies  which  mP.y  oe 
hu..11.tec1.  '·-;.ust  not  e::ceec.1  the  72  specieo listed in the  !:..nne:,:  to 
the Directive. 
The  marketinG o:.:  26  s:pecies  in all is authorized,  7  of 
wl1i.::::l:..  rc1sy  l:e  mo.r~:Gte(1 in all the I'.1ember  States and  10  others 
o:n.ly  i:.1.  those  I,~ember States  whose  own  national legislation so 
}Jer:·J.i ts.  The  Co~w-o1ission will mal;:e  a  stuC.y  of certain ESj)ects 
of the  r.r1arketinc;  of the  9  other species rrh::..ch  ;omy  in principle 
1Je  marketed,  in ord.cr to  deten-:..:.ine,  no  lc\ter  t~1a.:n  4  months 
before  the  entry into  force  of the Directive,  whether these 
s11ecieo  should be  o_c~dec'  ..  to  the list of  10  apecies  which  may 
be  Il'ilrketed in the  Fer0.oer  States vvhich  so  vvish. 
-;-r-----------
(  )  See  press  relec_se  14 73  (Pre sse  164)  of  12.~~II.  77  • 
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MISC~~LANEOUS DECISIOJ.~~ 
The  Council adopted  in the official languages  of the 
Communities: 
- the Decisions: 
- concerning the  collection of  information on  the activities 
of carriers participating in  cargo liner traffic in certain 
areas of operation 
concerning  the  adoption by certain Member  States of the 
European  Economic  Coummni ty of an Addi tiona! Protocol to 
the  revised Convention for the Navigation of the  Rhine  of 
17  October 1868  as it stands at 20  November  1963 
the Regulation amendin0  Re~lation (EEC)  No  3164/76  on  the 
Community  quota for the  carriage of goods  by  road  between 
Member  States 
the Directive amendine Directive  75/130/EEC  on  the  establis~~ent 
of  common  rules for certain types  of  combined  road/rail 
carriage  of goods  between Nember  States. 
The  Council adopted in the official languases  of the 
CommQ~ities the Directive  on  the  approximation of the laws of 
the Member  States relating to  the determination of the noise 
emission of construction plru1t  and  equipment. 
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BEEF  AND  VEAL 
The  Council  recorded its agreement  on a  series of 
decisions  m1  b8ef  anc3_  veal,  concerning: 
the  renewal  for  1979  of the  GATT  quota of 38,500 tonnes  of 
frozen beef and veal in Regulation  (EEC)  No  2861/77; 
the  approval of the  import  estimate  of  60,000 tonnes  of beef 
and veal for the.  processing industry for  1979; 
the approval  of the  1979  estimate for the  import of 
230,000 young male  bovine animals weighing 300 kilogrammes 
or less and  intended for fattening,  without prejudice, 
to  a  review of the  situation, if necessary,  at the  end  of 
the first half of 1979  on  the basis of a  report by the 
Commission. 
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FURTHER  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  IY!ARKET 
The  Council  took formal note of a  series of reports  on 
progress  on  three proposals for  organization of the market  in 
the following sectors: 
sheepmeat 
- potatoes 
ethyl alcohol  of agricultural origin. 
After a  brief exchange  of views  on  sheepmeat,  during 
which it took note of a  French memorandum  on  the subject,  the 
Council instructed the  Special  Committee  on  Agriculture to 
continue its  examination  of the matter with  a  view to 
approximating the views  of the delegations most  concerned at 
a  forthcoming meeting. 
With regard to potatoes and  ethyl alcohol,  the  Council 
again referred the dossiers to the Special  Committee  on 
Agriculture for further  study.  It will resume  examination  of 
them at a  forthcoming meeting. 
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FISHERIES  POLICY 
The  Council adopted in the official languages of the 
Communities  the  Decision,  based  on  the  Treaties 1  concerning 
fishery activities in waters under  the  sovereignty or  jurisdiction 
of Member  States  on  a  temporary  basis pending the  adoption 
of permanent  Community  measures.  The  text of the  Decision is 
as follows: 
_.,•;-
"The  Council  intends  to  reach agreement  as  early 
as possible in 1979  on  Community  measures  for the  conservation 
and management  of fishery-resources  and related mattens. 
Pending its decision in the matter and having regard both 
to Article  102  of the  Act  of Accession and to  the need 
to protect biological resources and maintain suitable 
relations with third countries in fisheri8f matters,  the 
Council thereby adopts  the  following interim measures, 
which shall be  applicable until the  Council  has  reached 
definitive agreement  and until the  end of march  1979 
at the  l8.test". 
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1o  Member  States shall conduct  their fisheries in such 
a  way  that the  catches  of their vessels  during the  interim 
period shall tske into account  TACs  submitted to  the  Council 
in the  Commission~s communication  of  23  :November  1978  and the 
part  of the  TACs  likely to be  made  available  to third countries 
under agreements  or arrangements  made  by  the  Conununi ty with 
them.  The  catches  taken in the interim period will b.e  offset 
against  the  allocations  eventually decided by  the  Council for 
1979. 
2.  As  regards  technical measures  for  the  conservation and 
surveillance of fishery resources member  States shall apply the 
same  measures  as they applied on  3  November  1976 1  and  such 
other measures  as  are  taken in accordance with the  ~rocedures 
and  the  criteri~of Annex  VI  to  the  Council Resolution of 
3  November  1 97 6.
11 
The  Co~~cil agrees  to  consider the  question of restructuring 
the  inshore  fishing industry and aquaculture at its session in 
January  1979. 
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OLIVE  OIL 
Continuing the  work  begun at its meeting on  20  and 
21  November,  the Council  fixed the following prices for the 
olive oil marketing year beginning  on  1. January  1979: 
- !~£!~~g~~!i~~-~~!!£!_E!i£~ 
1.1.79 to  28.2.79  : 
1.3~79 to  31.10~79: 
148.43 UA/100  kg 
120.78 UA/100  kg 
The  threshold price will  therefore  be  fixed at 
145.43  U~100 kg  and  119.44 UA/kg  respectively for the neriods 
concerned. 
It also  approved  the  general  rules relating to  the 
application of the  system  of aid  consumption,  viTi th the 
following percentages  and  a~ounts: 
from  1.3.1979: 
allocated as  follows 
27.65  UA/100  kg 
•  olive oil packers:  94% 
•  special projects  :  6~{,. 
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WINE/MEDITERRANEAN  REGIONS/OTHER  STRUCTURAL  MEASURES 
In the  context of  a  package  of measures  or projects to 
be  undertaken.on wine,  the  Mediterranean regions  and 
agricultural structures,  the  Council,  following  a  wide-
ranging discussion begun at previous meetings,  agreed in 
principle to  a  series of measures to establish balance  on 
the wine  market. 
These  measures  include  in particular the  granting of 
aid for must  intended for the  enrichment  of wine  under certain 
conditions.  The  Council agreed to  take  a  decision on the 
granting of  aid for rectified concentrated must  as  soon as 
the  Special  Committee  on Agriculture  had  completed the 
necessary technical work. 
Other  aid measures will apply to  must for making  grape 
juice  and  British and  Irish wines,  and  special measures  are 
planned for  the  reorganization of vane-growing in the 
Charenteso 
The  Council  also  decided  on  a  system of market  support 
in the  event  of  a  crisis,  involYing a  minimum  price  and 
supplementary compulsory distillation measures  at the  same 
price level. 
1475  e/78  (Presse  173)  dor/DJ1':I/mmr  ...  ; ... \ 
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I 
\ It E.lso  agreed  to  a  system of  excess  wine  deliveries 
to  a~ply in the  event  of glut harvests;  the  system would  be 
commo~ to  all \'Vine-producing  countries up  to  1  Ojb  of the he.rvest 
and varied above  this figure  so  as  to reduce  the burden on 
\ 
Italian producers. 
I 
Ali  these  decisions in principle  as well  as  the 
structur~~ mee,sures  for Mediterranean agriculture  on which 
the  Counci~ had  reached  a  consensus  at its meeting on 
20  and  21  November  1978  (1),  together  ~ath the additional. 
measures  proposed for the  Benelux  countries  and  for  Ireln.nd 
and  Northern  Irele.nd,  will be  submitted for formal  approval 
by the  Council  as  soon as  possible  when  the texts have  been 
finalized by the  Special Committee  on Agriculture. 
\ 
\ 
I 
I 
\ 
(})  See  Press Il.elease  1330/78  (Pr·esse  150)  of  21.XI..78. 
I 
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j 
! 
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AGRI-MONETARY  QUESTIONS 
The  Council held a  detailed  exchange  of views  on 
the  proposal  for a  Regulation concerning the  impact  of 
the  European monetary  system  on  the  common  agricultural·.-
policy., 
The  Council was  unable  to reach a  conclusion on  this 
subject at  t~e meeting and it agreed  to  discuss  the matter· 
again at its next meeting  scheduled for 1 5 January 1979 
with a  view  to taking a  decision. 
The  Council also noted  that  the  Commission would  in 
the  meantime,  and  within the limits  of its powers,  take 
all measures necessary to  ensure  compliance with  the 
Resolution of the European  Council  of  4  and  5  December 
concerning the effects of the  European monetary  system 
on  the  common  agricultural  policy~ 
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OTHER  AGRICULTURAL  DECISIONS 
The  Council adopted,  in the  official languages  of the 
Communi ties 
- the  Regulations 
- amending Regulation  (EEC)  No  525/77  establishing a 
system of production aid for tinned pineapples 
amending  Regulation  (EEC)  No  316/68 fixing quality 
standards for fresh cut flowers  and fresh  ornamental 
foliage 
- amending for the fifth time Regulation  (EEC)  No  1876/74 
concerning the  addition of alcohol to products in the 
wine  sector 
- fixing for the  1978/1979 milk year,  the indicative rate 
for the fat  content  of normalized whole milk imported 
into  Irel&~d and  the United Kingdom 
amending  Regulation  (EEC)  No  1358/77 laying down  general 
rules for offsetting storage costs for sugar 
- extending the  term of Regulation  (EEC)  No  3310/75 on 
agriculture in the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxembourg 
- the Directive amending for the  14th time  Council 
Directive  64/54/EEC  on  the  approximation of the  laws  of 
the l.'Iember  States  concerning the preservatives authorized 
for use in foodstuffs intended for human  consumption. 
0 
0  0 
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The  Council adopted,  in the  official languages  cf the 
Communities,  the Directive  on  the  labelling~  presentation 
and  adver-t.ising of foodstuffs  for sale to  the ultimate 
consumer., 
This Directive is connected with the  Council 9s  action 
on harmonization and  on consumer protection and  information, 
and marks  a  major and  long-awaited step forward  by  Community 
legislation on  foodstuffs. 
~. 
The  harmonization envisaged covers  labelling,  presentation 
and  advertising of foodstuffs,  and  any fraudulent practices 
which may  arise in this connection.  The  Directive is thus 
an  answer to the  pressing demand.s  of representatives  of 
consumer associations for uniform rules  among  1:Iember  States 
to  ensure  consumer protection and  information. 
Tha._l"llcs  to this Directive,  consumers  in all I:'Iember  St~tes 
of  the  Community will henceforth be  given identical information 
in their ovin  language  concerning 
the name  of the  product 
the list of ingredients,  including additives 
- the net quantity 
the  date  of minimum  durability 
the identity of the manufacturer,  packager  or seller 
if necessary,  the  origin or proven,::lC3  and instructions 
for use. 
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These  requireaents will thus constitute a  framework for 
existing or future  rules governing individual products.  A 
nm.1ber  of receptions  to  and  e:I;:clusions  from  the Directive are 
provided for.  These  were  necessary in order to  take  account 
of certain specific national circumstances in the  food  sector and 
to  enable  coraplete harmonization to  take  place in stages. 
r.Te1r.ber  States are  allowed  a  certain time  period,  which 
varies according to the provisions in question,  w~ithin which 
they must  introduce  and apply the national legislation 
required under this Directive. 
0 
0  0 
The  Council took note  of the  Cor.nnission  co®-nunication 
concerning the  examination for  trichin~e in pi@neat  imported 
frau non-member  countries~. 
0 
0  0 
The  Council took note  of the  Cornnission report  on 
foreseeable  developments  in the  planting and replanting of 
vineyards in the  Cor::n:mni ty and  on the ratio between 
production and  uti~~zation in the wine  sector8 
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At  the  end  of the  deb~te the President drew  the  following 
conclusions: 
The  Council discussed the  Commission  report of 18  December  1978 
ru1d  took note  of the latest progress made  in the negotiations.  The 
Council  thanked  the  Commission  and  hoped  that the-commission 
would  mru1age  ij_1.  the  further negotiations  to  achieve  a 
qualitatively and quantitatively balanced result in all sectors. 
The  Councj_l  expe~Jts these negotiations to  be  conducted rapidly. 
RELATIONS  WITH  COMECON 
The  Council  took note  o~ a  report  from  the  Comn1ission  on 
the  pro.:;ress made  in the negotiations  between  the  Community  and 
cm:IECON. 
The  Council  expressed its appreciation at the. way  in which 
the Commission  was  conductins these negotiations. 
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RELATIONS  WITH  JAPAN. 
The  Council  took stock of the  development  of the  Communityvs 
trade  and  economic  relations with Japan  on  the basis of a  report 
from  the  Commission  which was  dravm  up  following  the recent 
high-level consultations which took place in the  context of the 
EEC/Japan  joint declaration of  24  march  1 CJ?8. 
The  Council  concurred with the  conclusions of the  Commission's 
report and  expressed grave  concern at the limited progress made 
towards  the  main aim,  namely,  a  fundamental  review of the  situation 
of Japanese  trade  and  payments  balances,  since  the  achievement 
of this aim called for both macro-economic  oeasuree  and  the 
genuine  increased access  to  the  Japanese  market. 
The  Council accordingly approved  a  series of conclusions 
and  requested  the  Commission  to  contact the new  Japanese  Government 
in order to  transmit  these  conclusions  to it. 
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RELATIONS  WITH  YUGOSLAVIA 
The  Council  recorded  that  an  advanced stage had  been 
reached in work  on  new  negotiating Directives  to  be  issued 
to  the  Commission for the  conclusion of the  proposed new 
Agree~ent with Yugoslavia. 
It instructed the  Permanent Representatives  Committee  to 
finalize  the  text of these new  Directives  so  that  they  could  be 
submitted for  adoption as  early as possible  in  1979• 
EURATOM-AUSTRALIA  RELATIONS 
The  Council  took stock of work  relating to  the  drawing up 
of the  terms  of reference  to  be  given to  the  Commission for 
the  conclusion of an Agreement  between Euratom  and Australia 
0n nuclear transfers. 
The  Council instructed the  Permanent Representatives 
Committee  to  continue its work  in an attempt  to  find  a  solution 
to  the problems  outstanding. 
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HELATIO~~S I;!ITH  'l1-IE  :CFTA  COUNTRIES 
The  CoUllcil notet  a  report by  the  Pen~ruLent 
:8.e:Jreoentati  ves  Cm:'1niJ;;tee  on  co-operation with  the  EFTA 
ccUl1tries. 
The  Council  instructed tl1e  Pen,lCJ.ne~t J.elJresentati  ves 
Coliuni ttee to  continue its work  in the lic;ht of the 
.:;uidelines  outlined 1)y  the  Council  and  to  subni  t  a  fresh 
reiJort  to it by  the  end  of .rune. 
The  Council  cc~so  approved  a  series of Regulations  and 
Decisions laying c"lo\'11.1  for  1979,  t2.rget  ceilings and  :;;>rovicling 
for  CoJillTILL11.ity  oonj_toring of im:ports  of certain sensitive 
products originating in the  EFTA  countries  .. 
FISHERIES  ··•  E~TEIIJ:TAL ASPECT 
The  Council  recorG.ecl  that all the  c:uestions  outstan.ding 
as reeards  the  elaboration of the  conK'lon  fisheries policy are 
to  ·be  cliscusseG.  in depth at the next  CoU11cil  meeting on 
fisheries proble;2s. 
The  Council  2-greec~  to  defer discussion of  tl1e  exterr  ... 2.l 
asiJects until  a  future  raeeting. 
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ACC~SION OF  SP~tN 
The  Cmmcil  took note  of the  Commission  opinion,  in 
accordance  vtith the provisions  of the  Treaties,  on  Spain's 
application for  accession  and  decided in favour  of this 
application. 
It agreed that  the  preparatory work  essential for 
establishing a  corrnnon  negotiating basis would  be  carried out 
as  soon  as possible  and in a  positive spirit. 
It instructed the  Permanent Representatives  Committee, 
assisted by  the  Corumission 1  to  pre~are its discussions  on  the 
mattero 
It confirmed that negotiations vvould  open  in wid--February 
&J.d  would get properly under way  as  soon as  the  preparatory work 
within the  Community  had resulted in a  common  negotiating basis • 
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EUROPEAN  FOUI'IDATION 
The  Council  evolvecl.  a  number  of i::,'Uidelines  for solving the 
question of how the  Co!!ll'iluni ty should participate in the 
ftt:J.cticming of the  Foundation and  instructed the  Per.'.:a.J.ent 
l1e:;:Jreoc~J.t2,ti  ves  Comui ttee to resolve  the probleDs still 
outsta"lclincs  on  this matter. 
COLL:CCTIOE· OF  HIPOD.T  MID  EXPORT  DUTIES 
Revicwiacs  tlle  conui tions  of  post·~clear::mce collection of 
import  or  eX}_)ort  cl..uties,  the  Council  noted that all its 
mer,Ibers  were  prepared to  resolve  the last difficulty v!i ·t;h  all 
despatch.  It therefore  instructecl..  the  J?err112:11ent  Tiepreseatatives 
Co:ur11i ttee to  p:J..~eJ;are  its definitive  decioio!1.,. 
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TAX  AND  TARIFF  EXEMPTIONS 
The  Cotmcil  adopted  a  series of  Directives and Regulations 
on  the  tax and tariff exempti01:;.s  o.p~;lic.P.'::Jle  to  gooCis  ccn·cflineo_ 
in travellers 
1  personal luggage  a:na_  g::JOds  fonmrc",ecl.  in small 
consignments., 
These Directives  ancl  Regulations  which  deterrnin8::  arnon.2:st 
other things,  the  arrangements  for  applying the European unit 
of account  to  tax  exemptions,  will,  as  from  1  January  1979,  make 
a  n~~ber of  improvements  to  the  current system  of  exem~ticns 
applicable in the  tax anc,  customs  fields., 
They  also  lay  down  for  the first  time  Community rules to 
allow small postal packages  forwar-ded  l::r  au  imhvio.ual  in  a  thirc 
country  to another  individual  in a  l{e.1l>el"·  State  to  be  imported 
into the Community  countrie;:; free  o:f  tax and  cus-:;oms  C..uties. 
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ACP-EEC  MINISTERIAL  CONFERENCE 
On  the  basis of a  report  from  the  Permanent Representative8 
Committee  and  in the light of information supplied by  the 
Commission  on  the  progress  of the negotiations v;i th the 
ACP  countries,  the CoQncil  prepared for  the  ACP-EEC  Ministerial 
Conference  to  be held  on  21  December  on  the  renewal of the 
present  ACP-EEC  Conventione 
The  Council  defined  the position which  the  Community  is 
to  adopt at the  Conference. 
It also  adopted  supplementary negotiating directives on sea 
fishing., 
As  regards  relations with the  ACP  States  the  Council  also 
extended  the  import  arrangements  for beef ru1d  veal originating 
in the  ACP  States until 1  March  1980;  apart from  exemption  from 
customs  duties  these  arrangements  involve  a  90%  reduction in 
lmport  charges  (subject  to  the application of a  corresponding 
tax by  the  exporting State). 
The  quantities  (expressed  as  boned meat)  are·as  follows: 
1.1.1979  to  31~12.1979 
Botswana 
Kenya 
Madagascar 
Swaziland 
Total: 
17  7 360  t 
130  t 
6,956  t 
3,086  t 
27,532  t 
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l'!..1.~ 1980  to  1.,3.198~ 
2~895 t 
25  t 
1,160  t 
515  t 
Total:  4,595  t 
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RIGHT  OF  ESTABLISHMENT  AriD  FREEDOM  TO  PROVIDE  SERVICES 
I,ife assurance 
'l'he  Council  agreed to  a  Directive  on  the  co-ordination of 
the  laws  relating to  the  taking up  and pursuit of the business 
of direct life assuranceo 
This  Directive  extends  to life assurance  the measures 
adopted  by  the  Council  on  24  July  1973  for non-life  insurru1ce. 
It is essentially intended to  co-ordinate,  on  the  one hand, 
the rules governing  the  approval of undertakings,  agencies  or 
branches  and,  on  the  other hand,  the financial guar2ntees  and 
other conditions  to  be  offered by  companies  in order to pursue 
the  business  of life assurance.  Its aim is  to guarantee  e~ual 
treatment  for undertakings  and at the  same  time  to provide 
adequate protection for policy-holders.  It is aimed at the 
removal of one  of the major barriers to  freedom  of establishment 
represented  by  th8  diversity of supervisory  l~ules  and 
requirements. 
A compromise  was  reached  enabling existing undertakings 
which  combine  the  business  of non-life insurance with that of 
life assurance  to  pursue their business  by adopting separate 
management.  These  undertakings will be  able  to pursue  the: 
business 'of life assurance  in another Hember  State only  by 
creating a  subsidiar~r where  they already pursue  or wish to 
pursue  the  business  of non-life insurance in the  same 
Member  State. 
1476  e/78  (J?resse  174)  thy/DJM/gj 
I 
~  ~ •I • • • - 14  - 19.XII.78 
Furthermore,  financial guarantees  of the  sa~e order as  those 
already  introd~ced for the  business  of non-life insurance  by  the 
Directive adopted  by  the  Council  in July  1973  will also apply 
to life assurance.by means  of a  series  of adjustments necessitated 
by  the  special nature  of this type  of  insuranceg  besides technical 
reserves,  including mathenmtical reserves,  which  are  adequate 
to  cover the  commitments  entered into,  these undertakings will 
have  to have  an additional range  of financial  means  (solvency 
margin)o  The  ccmponents  of this margin and their calculation 
have  been determined  on  the  basis of the  technical characteristics, 
:peculiar to life assurance  and  particularly by the  inclusion 
of implicit  elements  in representing this margin. 
As  regards  third  countries, it is stipulated that  the 
Community  may,  in agreements  with  one  or more  of the latter, 
agree  to  apply  :provisions  different  from those laid down  in 
order to  ens~re,  on  a  reciprocal basis,  that  policy-holders 
in the r1ember  States are adequately protected. 
Admission of securities  to  stock exchange  listing 
The  Council 1·eached  an agreement  in principle  on the 
Directive  co-ordinating the  conditions for the  admission of 
securities to official stock exchange  listing.  However,  two 
delegations still upheld  provisional reservations at this 
juncture.  Once  these  reservations  have  been raised and the 
texts have  been finalized,  the  Directive will .be  adopted 
formally at the  earliest opportunity. 
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This Directive,  which is a  step towards  the  establishing 
of a  European capital market,  will facilitate the  admission to 
official stock exchange  listing of securities from  other 
Member  States  and  the  quotation of  a  security on  a  number  of 
stock exchanges in the  Conmunity.  It will therefore  pen~it 
greater interpenetration of national securities markets  and 
thus  directly affect the  functioning of the  c01:unon  narket. 
It is designed in particular to  offer uniforo guarantees 
to investors  and  to increase their protection.  The  Directive 
lays  down  the  conditions  to which the issuers and their 
securities are  subject if the  latter are to  be  admitted to 
official stock exchange  listingo  It also  lays  dovvn  the 
obligations to  be  fulfilled by the issuers throughout  the 
period of listing.  However  the issuers will have  the right 
to  apply to  the  courts in the  event  of certain decisions by 
the  COElpetent  authorities. 
All categories  of securities are  covered by this 
Directive.  However,  the  J.IEenber  States need not apply the 
Directive to securities issued by collective investment 
undertakings  other than of  the  closed-end type  or to 
securities issued by  a  Hember  State or its regional or 
local authorities& 
It should be noted.that the Directive merely lays  down 
minimutl rules.  The  I11ember  States are at liberty to lay down 
additional and more  rigorous  conditions  or obligations  • 
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The  Council adopted in the  official languages  of the 
Co~unities a  set of provisions  designed to bring about 
the  effective  exercise  of the right of  establishment  and 
freedoEl  to  provide  services for veterinary surgeons 
throughout  the  Coumunity. 
The  Directives  approved  cover the mutual recognition of 
diplooas,  certificates and  other evidence  of fonJal 
qualifications in veterinary medicine,  and  the  co-ordination 
of  provisions laid down  by  law,  regulatj.on or adr·.1inistrative 
action in respect  of  the activities of veterj.nary  surgeons 
whether  ewployed  persons  or self-erJployed. 
The  enncting terns  cover in particular the  co-ordination 
of the  conditions  of trainint?;  in the menber  States,  the 
conditions of  accept~~ce of those benefiting from  the 
recognition of diplomas,  the requirenents  as  concerns  good 
character and  good  repute,  professional control and  discipline 
and  the  conditions for the use  of the professional title., 
The  Council  also  decic1ed  to set up  an Advisory  Cornni ttee 
on  Veterinary Training. 
The  I;Ie:-Jber  States have  two  years within which  to-
incorporate the  provisions  thus  adopted into their national 
legislations. 
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Ar<;:hitects 
The  Council  examined the last remaining  questions 
concerning the  Directive  on the  mutual  recognition of diplomas, 
certifice.,tes  and  other  evidence  of formal  qualifications in 
architecture,  including measures  to facilitate the  effective 
exercise  of the  right of establishment and.freedom to  provi"de 
services. 
The  Council noted that there  was  a  general  consensus  on 
the  compromise  proposals  submitted by the  Commission with a 
view to  solving these  problems.  However,  several delegations 
stated that they would state their final position within two 
monthsr  if their attitude is positive the  Council will then be 
able  to  adopt  the  Directive in the  official languages  of the 
Communities. 
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CONCILIATION  PROCEDURES 
The  Council heard a  report from  Mr  von  DOI~TMfYI on  the 
conciliation procedures m1der  way  between the Council  and  the 
European Parliament.  He  reported in particular on  the  contacts 
he had had as  President-in~ffice with the  R~ropean Parliament 
on  regional policy.  These  contacts were  continuing with a  view 
to  enabling the relevant texts to  be  adopted velJ(  shortly. 
The  Council finalized the Community's  position for the 
10th meeting at ministerial level of the Conference  between 
the  European  Communities  and Greece  on  20  Decewber  1978. 
' 
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IRON  AND  STEEL  PROBLELTS 
On  the basis of dr2.fts  submitted by  the  ColThuission,  the 
Council held a  very vvic,e-rcmging discussion on 8.11  the 
measures  to be  adopted in the iron and steel sector for  1979. 
At  the  close  of its discussion the  CoUl~cil agreed to 
extend in i979  the  Comrm.t.nity  measures  designed to improve  the 
situation on the  steel market.  In this context the  Council: 
was  consul  ted on the  c-:_ra:"t  Corrnnission Decisions  la;}ring  dovm 
mininn.un  prices  for hot-rolled wide  strips,  larninatecl 
merchant  bars  and  concrete  reinforcement bars  a!ld  on 
certificates of confonnity concerning steel undertrucings, 
noted the  ColTh~ssion cou~cation on guide  prices for 
cert~:tin iron and steel products, 
gave its assent  to the  drB.ft  Commission  Decisions  on 
certi:ficates of  conformity concerning dealers  and  on 
ali,.:;ruuent  on  offers  of iron and steel products  coming 
from  certain third coLtntries. 
As  regards rules for granting aid,  the  Council  approved 
the  follovving Resolution: 
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"1.  The  Council has  examined in detail the  Commission 
proposals  concerning aid for the steel industry. 
2.  In view of the  serious difficulties being encountered 
in the  steel industry and  of  the  need for restructuring in 
that  sector,  the Council has noted that it may  be necessary 
to  grant  specific aid to  achieve  this objective. 
Accordingly,  the  Council is determined to take  as  soon as 
possible  and  by  1  April  1979 at the latest its decision on 
an assent to  Commission proposals  concerning the  granting 
of specific  aid to  the  st~&l industry.  The  arrangements 
will be  laid down  in accordance  with the  principles of 
the Treaties  and the following rules: 
1.  Aid,  in whatever form,  must  promote  resturcturing 
and  conversion and take  account  of the resultant social 
consequences  and  effects on employment. 
2.  Competition must  not  be  distorted by the aid. 
3.  In assessing aid,  there must  be  no  discrimination 
between undertakings,  especially as regards their 
system of ownership,  be  it public or private. 
4.  The  aid must  be  of limited duration and  size. 
5.  There  will be  no  discrimination in assessing aid, 
depending  on whether it is of national,  regional or 
local origin. 
6.  It is necessary that all forms  of aid  be  made 
transparent. 
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3.  The  CoQ~cil notes that,  in applying Articles  92  and  93 
of the Treaty to  general  or regional aid  sch~nes, the Commission 
takes  account  of the sectoral  effects  of  such aid  on  the 
steel industry in order to avoid distortion. 
4.  The  Cmmcil  takes note of the  Commission  statement  to 
the  effect that,  in order to  ensure  equal  treatment 
irrespective of the forms  of aid granted  to  the steel industry, 
it will  ap~9ly Articles  92  and  93 in accordance with the  same 
principles and with the s8llle  degree of effectiveness as  are 
envisaged in this Resolution for  specific aid.  In so  doing, 
the  Commission will take  account  of the particular regional 
and  social problems involved." 
With reference to  the general  objectives  on  steel,  the 
Council recorded its agreem~nt, with regard to  the  restructu~ing 
of the steel industry,  on  the follo1ring conclusions  of the 
Presidency: 
"1.  The  Council  takes note  of the Commission's analysis 
of prospects  for the  Co~~unity steel market  as  set out  in 
the  General Objectives  1935  - 19~0. 
2.  It notes  in particular that these Drospects  show  a 
production  over-capacity for  crude steel and  for most  rolled 
products,  which  could  cause  the present  imbalance  on  the 
steel market  to persist in the long term. 
3.  It agrees  that it is necessary,  in accordance with 
Article 3  of the ECSC  Treaty,  to  ensure the international 
competitiveness  and  finru~cial  equilibrium of  m~dertakings, 
while  contributing towarcts  the rationalization of the 
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world steel  mar~::et in the  frameworh:  of the  efforts being 
made  to achieve  co-operation vnthin the  OECD.  In this 
context,  plant modernization and better matching of supply 
2nd  demand  are indispensableu 
4.  Responsibility for the restructuring programmes  of 
undertakings  end  groups lies chiefly vvi th those  aatually 
mane..ging  them..  While  the  social and  employment  si  tuatim1. 
are  taken into account,  the matching of supply and  <leme..nC.. 
in the different iron and  steel product  categories mu.st 
be  undertaken in such  a  way  as  to  ensure  that production 
is concentrated in the most  efficient installations already 
in existence  or such  as  may  be  upgrncted to this  en<l  by the 
closure  of  outdated pl~~t,  by the  tr&~sfer of products,  by 
rationalize.tion Etnd  by  co-operation betvJeei'l  Community 
uncl.ertakings. 
5.  The  Council accepts that mastery of the  social, 
regional,  economic  and financial  consequences  of 
restructurinG may  considerably exceed the  powers  of the 
:cirns,  requires  a  s::~eci8.l  effort  of solidarity and 
consequently necossi  tates,  within the  Cormni  ty :framevvork, 
appropriate  concerted action. 
6.  The  necessary supporting measures  truren in parallel 
\'nth restructuring both by  Community  2nd 1!cmber St2.tes  vd.ll 
include: 
(a)  creation o:?  a,l ternati  ve  employment  in the steel-
producinc areas  affected; 
(b)  aid for retr&dning steelworkers  made  reCl.undent; 
(c)  use  of the:;  :C'in.2~-:.cial  resources  9,llocated by the  BCSC 
to the  modeT'JJ.izc.tion  of  steel-mo..~dn.";: facilities  • 
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7.  The  Com1.cil  will  contiTme  to  examine  the  process of 
iron and  steel restructuring and  its social and  regional 
consequences  in the  light of periodic  cornrm.mications  to 
be  submitted by the  CoiDmission. 
The  Commission nill report to  the  Council on the 
progress of the  restructuring measures,  their social, 
regional  and  financial  consequences  and  the  additional 
measures  taken by the  Cor,ununi ty and  the  r:::ember  States, 
expecially as  regards  c:tid~" 
As  regards  the  externe.l  aspects,  the  Council  renewed for 
1979  the negotiating brief given to  the  Commission with  a  view 
to  conclucting  arra.ngAments  with third countries  a...i1.d 1  in this 
context,  clarified cert.::dn  J.Joints  concerning these negotiations. 
As  for the  allocation of additional fin2ncial resources 
to  the  ECSC  budget  for  1979  in order to  finru1ce  restructuring 
measuresr  the  Council noteo_  that eight delegations  agreed, 
subject to  ths  completion of national parliar,1entary. procedures, 
to  a  contribution from  the  member  States amounting to  32  MEUA, 
the  indivi.dua.l contributions being determined according to 
gross national product. 
The  Council finally agreed  that all the  measures  of the 
anti-crisis plan thus  a:;?:';)roved  would be  reviev•red  if the 
provisions  concerning aid vvere  not  adopted  b~r  1  April 1979. 
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TEYTILEi::l 
On  the basis of  a  Cori1mission  report  on the lJrcsress  of 
the nec;otiations the  Council  examined.  the  pro1J18ii1S  in the 
conclusion of textiles arrangements with the :preferential 
countries in the Uedi  terrru1.ean. 
It instructed the  :Perr:1a.nent  Represents.ti  ves  Committee 
to  continue  work  on  the  su!Jj ect  so  that it coulC.  ta1ce  a  decision 
within the next  feYv  days,. 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
' 
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RENEWAL  OF  ·rHE  TERI'~S  OF  OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND 
VICE~l''_;_;~JL)~:::I·!~S  OF  THE  COMMISSION 
The  RGprosentati  ves  of  the  Governments  of the  ~,1ember 
States  a~pointed 
and 
1.1r  Roy  JENKINS  President 
1Hr  Finn Olav  GUNDEL1-1CH 
r.1r  \Vilhelm  HAFERICAMP 
I':lr  Lorenzo  NATALI 
Mr  Fran·?Ois·--Xavier  ORTOLI 
Ur  Henk  VREDELING 
Vice-Presidents of the  Commission  of the  European  Comuunities 
:for  the  period from  6  .Jr...nuary  1979 to  5  January  1921  inclusive. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  DECISIONS 
'  1.  The  Council  took the  substantive decision concerning 
all the aspects  of the  1979  scheme  of generalized preferences 
for  the  developing countries.  The  Regulations  and  Decisions 
will be  adopted formally,  after finalization of the legal 
texts in the Community  languages,  by means  of the written 
procedure  by  the  end  of 1978  and will then be published in 
the Official Journal.  This  decision was  taken after 
consulting the  European Parliament  and  the Economic  and 
Social Committee. 
Despite  the difficuit  economic  circumstances,  the 
Community  has  made  a  further effort to facilitate access 
to  the  Community markets  for  the  developing  countries~ 
On  the  basis of an  9Xamination of the possibilities 
afforded for  each  economic  sector,  improvements  have  bean 
able  to be made  for both industrial products  and processed 
agricultural products.  In the  case  of the textile sector, 
the  Council  approved  the  extension of the  current  system 
for six months  with  a  5%  quantitative  improvement.  The 
Council opted for  such  an  extension to give  the Community 
Institutions  time  to  try and  work  out  a  new  and  improved 
"textiles11  scheme  on  the basis of the proposals  submitted 
recently by  the  Commission., 
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2.  Among  the  improvements  made  to the generalized preferences 
scheme  in the  1979  version,  particularly worthy of note is the 
emphasis  on  measures  to assist exports  to  the  Community  market 
of products  originating in the least developed  countries. 
This trend- already discernible in previous  years'  schemes  :... 
has  this  year been given a  broader and more  structured form. 
In the  agricultural sector this  approach takes  the  form 
of the  inclusion in the generalized preferences  scheme  of 
several new  products  for that category of country  alone  and 
the  exemption  from  all duties of those products  originating in 
such countries  falling within Chapters  1  to  24  already covered by 
the generalized preferences scheme.  This latter measure  also 
applies  to products  on  which  there are  qu&~titative restrictions 
under individual regulations  (tobacco,  pineapples,  cocoa butter, 
soluable  coffee) 1  it being nonetheless  Q~derstood that these 
restrictions  continue  to  apply. 
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As  regards  industrial products,  'excluding textiles, 
the  advantage granted to  the least developed  countries 
consists of applying preferential  customs  duties  to their 
products  without  £'  .. l1y  of the limitations  Vlhich  the generalized 
preferences  scheme  normally involves,  i.e.  quotas,  ceilings 
m1d  cut-offs.  The  result is that products  originating 
in the least developed countries have  access  to  the Community 
market  throughout  the  year on  preferential terms,  without 
suffering the  consequences  of quotas  boing  exhausted  and 
ceilings being reached as  a  result of more  dynamic  exports 
from  the  more  competitive  developing  countriese 
The  Council  agreed to  the  conclusion by  the  Community  of 
the  5th International Tin  Agreement. 
The  Council  adopted in the official languages  of the 
Comnunities  the Council Decision authorizing the tacit renewal 
or  continued operation of certain Treaties of Friendship, 
Trade  and  Navigation Treaties  and  similar agreements  concluded 
between Member  States  and  third countries  .• 
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The  Council adopted in the official languages  of  the 
Communities 
the Regulations 
concerning the application of  the  Decisions  of the 
EEC/EFTA  Joint  Committee  replacing the unit  of account 
by the  European unit of account  in Article  8  of 
Protocol  No  3  concerning the definition of the  concapt 
of  "originating products"  and methods  of administrative 
co-operation 
fixing for  1979  Community  quantitative export  quotas for 
certain types  of copper ash and  residues  and for certain 
types  of  copper,  aluminium and ·lead waste  and  scrap 
concluding exchanges  of letters; 
= with Algeria,  l\1orocco  and  Tunisia concerning fruit 
salads 
=  with Algeria concerning tomato  concentrates 
the Decision accepting the  Customs  Co-operation Council 
Recommendation  of  13  June  1978  concerning the  amendment  of 
Articles  14(a)  and  16(d)  of the  Convention  on  the 
Nomenclature for the  Classification of  Goods  in Customs 
Tariffs. 
0 
0  0 
The  Council also  adopted in the official languages  of 
the  Co1nmunities  Regulations  opening,  allocating and  providing 
for the administration of  Community  tariff quotas for: 
- Port wines,  Madeira wines  and  Setubal muscatel wines 
falling within heading  ex  220 05  of the  Common  CUstoms  Tariff 
originating in Portugal  (1979/1980) 
certain wines  originating in Spain  (1979/1980). 
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Relations with the  ACP  States 
.........  ,..,~-·-::,  cte·  .,_  • 
The  Council  gave its approval in principle to  the  draft 
Decisions  of the  ACP-EEC  Council of  ~1inisters derogating from 
the definition of the  concept  of  "originati.."l.g products" in 
order to  take into account  the  special situation of Kenya 
and Malawi  with regard to certain items  of fishing tackle 
(artificial fishing flies). 
~EG-Isr~~ qo-o~eration . 
The  Council gave its approval to  the  co1nmon  position to 
be  adopted by  the  Com.11uni ty at the first meeting of the 
EE~Israel Co-operation Council to  be held in Brussels  on 
Friday 22  December  1978. 
The  Council agreed to aid amounting to  25,000  EUA  for 
Laos  under  Corr~unity aid to disaster victims. 
Following considerable  da:'Ilage  to  the  rice crop in Laos 
caused by  exceptional weather conditions  (torrential rain and 
floods),  the  Community  will thus  contribute  25,000  EUA  towards 
financing an aid  progrrunme  (financing of the  purchase  of 
insecticides for  Laos)$ 
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Fisheries 
The  Council adopted in the  official languages  of the 
Communities 
the Regulation amending Regulation  (EEC)  No  2327/78  laying 
down  certain measures  for the  conservation and  management 
of fishery resources  applicable  to vessels flying the flag  ... 
-of  Spainp  for the  period  1  October to  31  December  1978 
- the  Decision authorizing the  Italian Republic  to agree with 
the Socialist  Federal Republic  of  Yugoslavia on  the 
provisional maintenance  of the fishing arrangenents 
currently in  force~ 
.§.2;-;ial  poli.£l 
The  Council adopted in the official languages  of the_ 
Comrrnmi ties the Directive  on  the  prog::::·essi ve  implementation 
of  tht!  principle of  equal treatment for men  and  wouen  in 
matters of social security. 
, The  Council also  adopted  in the official languages  of the 
Co~~unities the  instruments  of  Community  support for aid to 
promote  the  enployment  of  young  people 
Regulation  on  the creation of  two  new  types  of aid for 
yo~mg people  from  the  European Social Fund 
Decision amending  Decision 75/459/EEC  on  action by the 
European Social Fund  for persons affected by  emplo~ent 
difficulties. 
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ECSC  Decisions  ____ .. _  -
The  Representatives  of the  Governments  of the ?,·Iember  States 
adopted in the official languages  of the  Communities  the 
Decisions 
on  the  cor;unon  customs  nomenclature  of the Lember  States 
(subheading  73.12  B  I) 
detennining the  conditions under which certain ECSC  products 
are eligible upon importation.for·a favourable tariff 
arrangenent  by reason of their end use 
on  certain tariff measures  for the first half of  1979. 
The  Council gave its assent  pursuant  to  Article  56(2)(a) 
of the  ECSC  Treaty  (Banque  populaire  de  Lorraine  et 
Societe mecanique  lorraine,  France). 
OTHER  DECISIONS 
-.... ..... ...  .'<db .. 
The  Council adopted in the  official languages  of the 
Communities 
the Decision of the  Representatives  of the  Gover.rr~ents of 
the I.•Ier.aber  States of the  European  Economic  Com..rnuni ty, 
meeting within the  Council,  on  the abolition of certain 
postal charges  for customs  presentation 
the  second Directive  on  taxes  other than  .. tu.rnover taxes 
which affect  the  consumption of manufactured tobacco. 
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CORRIGENDUM 
to the Press  Release 
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To  page  V,  final point  (modification of decision 
71/143/EEC)  should be  added 
11subject  to  a  waiting reserve  by  the  French  and 
British delegations11 • 
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The  Governments  of the  I'.qember  States and  the  Commission 
of the European Communities  were  represented as  follows: 
~~~~~: 
Mr  Willy CLAES 
Demnark: 
Mr  Arne  CHPJSTI.ANSEN 
mr  Otto  Graf  L.!'!l':illSDORFF 
France: 
Mr  Frangois  de  \7ISSOCQ 
Ireland: 
Ll!§!~: 
Mr  Giuseppe  snmsiO 
f!~~~~e.~.s:: 
Minister for Economic  Affairs 
Minister of  Coro~erce 
Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs 
Director-General for Energy 
and  Raw  Materials, 
Minister for Industry 
Minister for Industry, 
Commerce  a..nd  El'lergy  ' 
Deputy  State  Secr€tary, 
Minister for Industry,  Trade 
and  Craft Trades 
Mr  Jean DONDELINGER  Ambassador, 
Permanent RepreseLtative 
1492  e/78  (Presse  176)  erd/AH/jb  •••  / ••• netherlands:  ---------
Hr  G.  H.  V.  van  AARDENNE 
United Kin.'7dom: 
--·-------~  ........... 
Mr  Tony  BENN 
llr Alexander  EADIE 
Com1nission:  ..... _.._ ____ _ 
Mr  Guido  BHilliJNER 
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0 
li1inister for Economic  Affairs 
Secretary of State for Energy 
Parliamentary Under·B ecretary 
of State, 
Department  of  ~1ergy 
Member 
0 
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ENERGY .. OBJECTIVES  FOR  1990 
The  Council heard  a  statement  by  I\'Ir  BRUNNER,  Nember  of 
the  Commission~  on  the  conwunication from  the  Commission 
concerning  energy targets for  1990  and  the  programmes  of the 
heiilber  States,  an.d 
- requested the  Commission  to  follow  the  development  of the 
energy situation both  on  a  Community  scale  and world \'Vide, 
in close consultation with the Member  States~ 
~took note  of the  Commission's  intention to  submit  more 
detailed information  on  objectives for  1990  to  the  Council 
at the beginning of next yeQr  in the light of these 
consultations  .. 
It was  agreed  to resume  exanrination of this item at a 
subsequent  meeting  on  energy. 
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ENERGY  SAVINGS  FROM  THE  l'1i:ODERNIZATION  OF  BUILDINGS 
The  Council recorceL its  ~greement on the  substance  of 
the  Recor:unendation  to  the  Hem'.:Jer  States on the  reduction of 
energy recluirements  for l:mildir..gs  in the  Cor>.mmni ty,  the  terms 
of which  are  as  follows. 
The  Council  recownenQS  the Member  States: 
1.  to  pursue,  in the  context of the  programmes  referred to  in 
the  follovving  paragre.lJh,  policies desig:r_ecl.  to  save  energy 
by reducing energy requirements  through the  improvement of 
the  thermal  efficienc~r of buildingso 
These  policies  slw  .. ll be  decided in the  context of a 
prograrn1ne  extending over at least  foul~ ye2.rs,  which takes 
::::.ccount  of variations in social,  economic  &"'1.d  climatic 
cond.i tions.  The  implementation of this programme  will 
depend upon the necessities of short-term economic 
management  &"'1.d  the  c,vailability of public funds. 
member  States,  v;ithout  prejudice  to  the  division of 
recponsibilities between central,  federal,  regional or 
local goverr.m1ent,  shall decide upon the  cate0ories of 
building to  incluO.e  in the  programme  of action,  giving 
priority to  a  subst~Dtial rate of  improvement  of buildings 
under the  direct  control  c:md  management  of public 
authorities  and.  buildings in resident use. 
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2.  to  adopt  the  progran~es described above  by  31  December  1979 
and  to  inform the  Commission  of them. 
The  Council shall periodic&.lly  examine  the  application 
of this Recor,unendation;  the  first examination shall take 
place not later than  31  August  1980. 
Ex&:lin8.tion will be  based upon  a  report  together with 
any necessary propoeals  which  the  Commission  will send to 
the  Council  and to  the  European Parliament.  The  report will 
contain an  analysis of the  scope  for cost-effective investment 
to  reduce  energy requirements  for buildings in the  Co1maunity 
and of the  relative contributions  of Wiember  States'  programmes 
to  the  Communit;y's  objectives,  with  due  regard to  standards 
of comfort. 
The  Coramission  shall organize  appropriate consultations 
with the  member  States within the  context  of the  Energy 
Committee  in order to: 
prepare  the  re:;_Jorts  referred to in the preceding  subparagraph; 
facilitate  exchanges  of  infor:u1ation  on  matters relevant to 
the  implementation of this RecoE1l:i.18lldation  which could prove 
helpful to  ~iember States in the  application of their 
prograrrn:1es. 
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REFINING  SECTOR 
The  Council  tool: :-.wte  of the  Commission communication on 
developments  in the  refining sector of the  Conmmni ty oil 
industry.  During discussion of the  problem,  the  Council noted 
that there  were still ntunerous  problems  in this sector, 
particularly that of surplus  production  capacity~ 
It therefore  requested the  Commission  to  continue  regular 
checks  on  developments  in this sector. 
HYDROCARBON  EXPLORATION 
The  Council  cxa.rniEecL  a  report  from  a  group of geological 
experts  from  the  ~,~ember States,  noted the  particular importance 
of the  Greenland project  and  instructed the  Pe::.!11ane:c1t 
Representatives  Co~nittee to  resume  examination of the 
Regulations necessary to  carry out projects of this kind.. 
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The  Council held a  wide·-·rangi21g  discussion  on  all the 
Cmxaission proposals  co:1c em  inc  C:-.xJ::.t.:t:::-~i t;)·  :Jeasures  for coal, 
na:-_1oly: 
concerning coal  and  coke  for  the  Coonruni ty iron  :=md  steel 
inc_ustry 
on  Comm.uni ty financial  r~easures for intra-Cormnuni ty trade 
in pov1er  station coal 
on  Con.:Cl1J.lJ.i ty  fim::21.cial  t1easu:r•es  to  promote  the  u:::-e  of coal 
for electricity generation. 
The  Councj_l  toolc  as  a  basis for its discussion  a  suJ:mnary 
document  submi ttcd by the  P:-,~esic1ency. 
The  debate  enabled  the  uelezations to outline their  1.-"icws 
on  t~.tis  cz,_J  to  exaJ;,ine  :'..J.1  Cietail the  problems  raised  by  tJ.1e 
Cor::.:Ji<::sio:a  ;J::.'O)Osals.  S:he  Cotmcil  reaffirmeG.  the  iL1i?Ortant 
role  vYhich  coal is called upon  to  ~Jlay in the  Cornnuni ty energy 
~;o1icy.  The  debate  did not  horwv-er  lead to  a11  r:.g:>::'eeuent  on  the 
need  and  procedure  for  Grcmting the  CmlJ!'mni ty aid  };~ro}Josed  in 
its various  forms. 
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COI:iL:UlHTY  FINANCIAL  SUPPORT 
~~~----~----~--
The  CorillJ.1lilli ty aG;reed.  in principle  on  two  Regulations 
fizing the  ru:1otmts  of  aiCt  to  be  grar1tecl  as  Community  fine.ncial 
aic1  u:t:..der  i::.egu.l::t.tior.,n  Nos  1303/78  snet  1302/78  of 12  Ju218  1978, 
as  follows~ 
55  lJEUA  for del.::lonDtration  :,_Jroj ects  i·n  the  field of  ener,SY 
saving; 
-~  95  ::::EUA  for projects to utilize alterr1o..tive  energy sources, 
;m:tde  u~ 2.s  follows: 
==  50  IilEUA  for projects for  the  processi~g of soliQ 
fuels  (gasification); 
= 22.5  I·.ZEUA  for solar energy  :Jrojects~ 
In this  cor.:l:;e~:t  the  C01.mcil  also  a.:;J.~ee:i.  in :Jrinciple  on 
two  implementing Reculations  to  Regulo.tion  No  1302/78  o:.1 
geotheru1::1l  eaer.:_;:r  and  the liquefication cad  gasification of 
solid fuels.  J.  concensus  of opinion  wac.:>  notecl  on  a  thirc1 
:Regctlation on  solo..r  ener2,y,  \'1hich  mee...rw  that it will be 
J!Ossi  '.JlG  to  t2l~e  2.  l'.losi ti  ve  decision  o~1c e  the  Zuro::_Jec:.n 
J?::u~lie..rJ.ent  has  cleli  verec,_  its 01Jinion. 
Hovrever,  ut  thic  jtmcture the United Kingd0i:1  dele~2.tion 
reserv·ed its posi  tj_o:.1  on all of these texts; it Y.Iill  rur1o1.:u.'1.ce 
its position as  soon as  possi~le. 
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The  Council  w8.s  schec:!.uled  to  take ·a  decision on  at+ 
initial series of demonstration projects in the  energy  1 
I 
sector in accordEmce  with Regulations  Nos  1302/78  end  \ 
1303/78  and  agreed in principle  on  (1):  \ 
17  energ;y-so..ving  pro jccts involving an  estimated.  a.'11ount  of . 
5,779,137  EUA~ 
13 geotherl'lal projects  involving an estimated a1'!lount  of 
9,026,700 EUA; 
16  solar energy projects  involving an estimated  amount  of  \ 
3,251,174  EUA; 
4  projects on the  liquefnction and gasification of solid 
fuels  involvi1~ an estimated  amount  of 
15,825,000 EUA. 
/ 
/ 
/ 
(1)  The  United Kingdom  dGlegation~s reservation referred 
to  e.bove  also  applies in this case. 
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INFORl'LATION  ON  THE  ENERGY  CONSUMPriON  OF  DOMESTIC  APPLIANCES 
Sl:,Jject to  the  completion of current Parliamentary 
proceedings  in the  United Kingdom,  the  Council agreed  in 
principle  on the  provisions  aimed  at  provicli!l..g  consumers 
with information,  b~r  Ele8.J:ls  of labelling,  on the  energy 
consun1ption of domestic  appliances.  It should be  possible 
to give  formal  approval to  these  texts in the near future, 
once  a  number  of teclmical  and legal points have  been cleared 
up. 
ENERGY  CONSERVATION  THROUGH  STORAGE 
The  Council  tool~ note  of the  Commission  communication 
stating the  latter~s intention of signing tbe  Implementing 
Agreement  negotiated within the  Interno.tiono..l Energy 
Agency  (IEA)  for  a  progre.mme  on research  c:.nd  development 
on  energy  conservation through energy storage,  with a  view 
to Conrrmu1ity  participation in the  Agreement. 
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MI SCELLlU.'ffiOU S  DECISIONS 
The  Cou~cil adopteQ  in the official l~~lages of the 
Co1rrmunitics  the Directive prohibiting the  pl2cing on the 
market  and use  of plant protection products  containing 
certain active  substances. 
This Directive  forms  part of a  set of Regtuations,  some 
of them  c~ready adopted,  intended both to  improve  farm 
productivi  t:l by  combating harmful  organisms  and  to  protect 
human  and  animal health  2nd  the  environment  when  such forms 
of action involve  the use  of  plili~t  protection products, 
particularly pesticides. 
The  aim of the Directive  is to  ba..."l  all plant protection 
products  (pesticides,  herbicides,  growth regulators)  containing 
active  substances  which  are  recognized  to  be  ha1~ful to health 
and  the  environment,  particularly in the  mercur~r a:n.d  persistent 
organochlorine  compom1d  groups. 
The  Directive  provi&es  for  a  limited  n~~ber of exceptions 
for special uses  and  includes  a  safeguard  clav.se.  It will 
enter into  force  on  1  J2.nu2.ry  1981. 
0 
0  0 
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The  Council  adopted in the official languages of the 
Comrrnmities, 
- the Regulation amending  Regulation  (EEC)  No  816/78  laJring 
dovm  add.i tional provisions  for the  common  organization of 
the market  in  wine~ 
the  Regulations laying  do~n certain interim me~sures for the 
conservation and  man.agement  of fishery resources 
= applicable  to  vessels flying  the  flag of Spain,  for the 
period from  1  to  31  J~nuary 1979 
= applicable  to  vessels flying the  flag of the  Faroe  Islands, 
Norvmy  or s·weden  for the  period from  1  JC..l1Uc,ry  to 
28  February  1979 
=  applicable  to  vessels flying the  flag of certain third 
countries in the  200-mile  zone  off the  coast of the 
French Department  of Guya.ne 
The  Council  adopted in the official  l~~lages of the 
Communities, 
the Decision a.mend.il-:.c  the unilateral import  a..rrangements  for 
State-trading countries 
the  Regulation on  colit.non  rules for  imports of certain textile 
products  originati11g in thirJ countries 
the Decision concluc,ing tho  Agreement  in the  form of an 
exchc.nge  of letters extending the  Trade  Agreement  between 
the European Economic  Communi t;y  :md  the  Argenti:t1.e  Republic 
the  Regulation on the  total or partial suspension of common 
customs tariff duties  on certain products falling within 
chapters  1  to  24  of the  common  customs  tariff originating 
in Malta  (1979) 
the  two  draft Regul2.tions  concerning the  arrangements  for 
the  import  into  the  Co;·:1Eluni ty in 1979: 
= of Turkish textile products 
= of certain Turkish agricultural products 
0 
0  0 
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The  Council  gave  the  Commission  the necessary guidelines 
for working out  arrangements  on  tex·~iles with Greece,  Spain 
end  n~orocco. 
With regard to  the  other preferential Mediterranean 
countries prej;jared to seek  agreement with the  Community  in 
this area?  the  Council  called UJ.JOn  the  Commission  to  continue 
negotiations with the  aim  of concluding them by  the  end  of 
the year. 
The  Council  adopted in the official languages  of the 
Communities: 
~·  the  Recommendation  on  the notification of the  1978 
···International  Convention  on  the Training,  Certification 
and Watchkeeping of Seafarers; 
- the  Directive  on  pilotage in the  North Sea and the English 
Channel; 
~ the  Directive  on  the minimum  requirements laid dovm  for 
certain tlliLkers  entering and leaving  Community  ports  • 
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The  Council  approved  the  extension of the  Convention with 
UNRV!A  until 30  June  1978  and  the reallocation of 1 1000  tonnes 
to Guinea  Conrutry  under  the  1977  cereals progrrurune. 
0 
0  0 
The  Council  agreed  on  an  emergency  aid operation for 
Sri  Lanka involving an  amount  of 26,000  EUA  as  a  Community 
contribution  towards  the  shelter cons·truction prograrrline  for 
the numerous  families  affected by  the  recent  cyclOi1e. 
This  sum,  vvhich  will be  forwarded  through the  Catholic 
Relief  Service~ is in  additio~ to  the  25,000  EUA  of relief 
granted  by  the  Council  on  5  S~~tember 1978. 
The  Council  appointed  He  Roger  LOUET,  Director~General 
with the General Secretariat of the  Economic  and Social  Committee, 
as S ecretary·-General of the  Committee. 
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I.'iiscelle.neous  decisions 
The  Council  aiJproved  the  conclusion of the Agreement  on 
the  CIEC  special action between  the  European Economic  Comrrrunity 
and its r!Ieober  States and  the  AID .. 
0 
0  0 
The  Council  adopted in the official languages  of the 
Communities  the Decision  amendine Decision 71/143/EEC  introducing 
medium-term finencial assistance machineryj  on  which  a  decision 
in principle was  taken on  13  December  1978  (see  press 
release  1473  (Presse  171)  on  that date). 
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